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Abstract:

The simsimiyya is an originally five-stringed instrument belonging to the lyre family instrument. The
simsimiyya arrived in the Suez Canal area through different migration waves and routes and is commonly
believed that it was introduced to the country's northern coast from the Nile valley in the XIX century by
Nubian, Sudanese and Egyptian workers during the Suez Canal digging.

The change in its musical structure is the result of a complex and dynamic socio-musical condition in which
the social role and public image of the simsimiyya player changed during the historical and political events
of the Canal from the 50s till on. After the wars of '56 and '67 and the simsimiyya was elevated to the status
of instrument of the popular resistance;,it started to be played outside its traditional harbor environment and
popular coffees, and it transformed slowly from a coffee shops instrument to a stage instrument. The
simsimiyya, small and handy, easy to play and carry in fishing boats, transformed when started to be the
leading instrument of entire ensembles performing on stages: it increased the number of strings, added
wooden or metal pegs and used new materials for the sound box. Originally pentacordic, the musicians
started to play new magamat from the rarab tradition and created a new repertoire of songs on different
magamat and added compositional elements of the urban music environment, such as the tagasim and the



Yo bt aY e o Ay al) R gal) sl 13 59 @
" X L. e (s 5 G 35
ralaall ol gl £lay) 8 Al gal) YY) &:'J“L“J-.‘ﬂ‘,)'-‘w

layalr at the beginning of the melodic part. The simsimiyya became, and still is, the main musical and
cultural and identity component of the Egyptians in the Canal cities.
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