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Research Summary
Contemporary Kuwaiti song between popular heritage and cultural
diversity (Tanboura art) as an example
()Assistant Prof. Ahlam Akbar bin Sheikh Mohamed Saleh

The Kuwaiti song is an important element in the entity of Kuwaiti
society, as it expresses the psychological and intellectual needs of the
Kuwaiti person represented in social, religious or national occasions.
The Kuwaiti song at the end of the nineteenth century and the beginning
of the twentieth century relied solely on popular percussion instruments,
and with the beginning of the second half From approximately the
twentieth century, the Kuwaiti artist introduced new methods to the song,
such as new phrasing and variable melodic construction, and the use of
stringed instruments with a bow, the oud, the ganun, and the flute. He
also used in the last quarter of the twentieth century electric musical
instruments such as the keyboard and the guitar. The Kuwaiti song was
cut into The beginning of the twentieth century was a major step in its
development, when many authors and composers were influenced by
incoming music, whether from Arab countries, Iran, Turkey, or India, in
addition to European music. They were able to reconcile the incoming
influence with authentic Kuwaiti folk melodies, and thus everything
resulted. The above indicates that the Kuwaiti song has become a
conscious artistic means that expresses the culture of the entire Kuwaiti
society.

Among the distinguished musical artists who were able to bear the
responsibility of promoting Kuwaiti song, especially popular folklore, are
Awad Al Doukhi (1932 - 1979), Youssef Al Doukhi (1934 - 1990).
They worked to advance it, develop it, and present it in a contemporary
way in order to revive it without compromising its identity. Especially the
art of the Tanboura, they presented it in a way that keeps pace with the

stages of development in Kuwaiti song composition, while using special

MAssistant Professor at the Higher Institute of Musical Arts - State of Kuwait.
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instruments for its performance and mixing them with modern
instruments.

From this standpoint, the researcher decided to examine two
models of the art of Tanboura, ancient and modern, through a
specialized analytical study, to identify the extent of the influence of
popular heritage on the richness of contemporary Kuwaiti song and the
cultural diversity of an open world, and to serve as documentation and a
new addition to the Kuwaiti and Arab library with contemporary singing
works.

The research was divided into two parts:

Firstly (Theoretical Part), which includes:

A - Previous studies.

B - The theoretical framework includes:

—Stages of development of contemporary Kuwaiti song.

—An overview of the art of the Tanboura and the instruments used in its
performance.

— Brief historical about of the poet 'Abdel Mohsen Al Rifai
(1929 - 2002)".

— Brief historical about of the composer 'Awad Al Doukhi
(1932 - 1979)".

— Brief historical about of the composer '"Youssef Al Doukhi
(1934 - 1990)".

— Brief historical about of the singer "Abdel Mohsen Al Mehanna
(1938)".

— Brief historical about of the "Awda Al Mehanna" band.

Second (Analytical Part):

—A general and detailed analysis of Tagtuget (Tanboura Ya Gamela —
Waylah Ya Ahl Al Hawa).

—Research results, list of references, then a summary of the research.
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