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The Role of Egyptian Folk Music in Strengthening National Identity: The
Experience of the Musical Composer “Ahmed Obaid” as an example.
This study attempts to explore the main features of “national conscience” in
relation to folk music and its orchestral form. The candidate offers a study of
Ahmed Obaid’s experience (1916-1980) who is considered as one of the
pioneers in the field of Egyptian orchestral composition. Obaid is fond of the
Egyptian heritage which helps him to enrich his musical compositions
intellectually or artistically. Thus, this paper is related to the fourth axis of the
conferenced entitled: “Contemporary Musical Creativity and Egyptian Music
Inspiration within and outside the Arab World.
The Research depends on analyzing the musical discourse related to national
features. The candidate uses the socio—cognitive approach (cognitive
sociology), as in this research paper. Cognitive sociology seeks to determine
the producer of knowledge and the nature of knowledge production process in
historical, cultural, political, economic and religious contexts Keywords: Musical
criticism.
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